REVIEWS. 


Organic and Functional Nervous Diseases. By M. Allen 
Starr, M.D., Ph.D., LL.D., Sc.D., Professor of Neurology, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University, New 
York. Second edition. Pp. 816; 282 engravings and 26 plates 
in colors and monochrome. New York and Philadelphia: Lea 
Brothers and Co., 1907. 

Upon its publication some four years ago, Dr. Starr’s book imme¬ 
diately took front rank, being recognized as a work of superior merit 
by a distinguished clinician and investigator. Although at that time 
it well reflected the then existing state of our knowledge of diseases 
of the nervous system, the passage of time has added materially to 
this knowledge, changed and modified it in many respects, so that we 
find this second edition revised throughout, enlarged, modified in 
many places in conformity with advances in knowledge, and to a 
discussion of organic nervous diseases, of which only the first edition 
consisted, a section on functional nervous diseases has been added. 

The major portion of the book, 712 pages, is devoted to organic 
nervous diseases; 86 pages only to the functional disorders. The 
section on organic nervous diseases is excellent throughout, many 
the chapters being of unusual merit. Of these one might mention 
especially those devoted to the diagnosis and location of diseases of 
the brain and the spinal cord, locomotor ataxia, tumors of the brain, 
the cranial nerves and their diseases, etc. The facts of significance 
in the diagnosis of focal and other diseases of the brain and the spinal 
cord are grouped together in two chapters that for orderly arrange¬ 
ment, terseness of statement, and lucidity of style cannot well be 
improved upon. Those familiar with Dr. Starr’s pioneer work in 
the study and investigation of tumors of the brain will read with 
interest and satisfaction his chapter devoted to this subject. His 
discussion of other subjects is equally meritorious. 

The section devoted to functional nervous disorders is as good as 
its rather cramped quarters permit; but it seems rather inappropriate 
to devote only 22 pages to epilepsy, 15 to neurasthenia and the 
occupation neuroses, 14 to hysteria, and 5 to migraine, while at the 
same time apportioning 61 pages to multiple neuritis. Although 
one would search in vain for the omission of any essential fact in 
connection with the discussion of functional nervous disorders, the 
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widespread prevalence of neurasthenia, hysteria, and migraine, and 
their importance from a practical point of view, seem sufficient war¬ 
rant for a relatively more detailed discussion of their symptomatology, 
diagnosis, and treatment, especially in the interest of the general 
practitioner. The reviewer also believes that the chapter on syphilis 
of the nervous system (3 pages) is somewhat inadequate—although 
this opinion probably results from his ideas regarding arrangement 
rather than from any lack of information in the book regarding the 
relation of syphilis to disease of the nervous system; but although 
the clinical phenomena of syphilis of the nervous system may not 
always suggest syphilis as the etiological factor, the protean mani¬ 
festations of this infection suggest the wisdom of a rather detailed 
discussion of the subject in the interest of early diagnosis, and in the 
hope of effecting cure before irreparable damage has been done. 

But these are details of minor importance. The book as a whole 
is excellent and reflects much credit on its distinguished author. As 
he states, “While the extensive literature of neurology has been care¬ 
fully sifted, its facts collated, and its theories considered, the endeavor 
has been made to utilize personal observation and experience in the 
presentation of each subject.” In this the author has well succeeded; 
the volume is a personal book, and reflects well the results of an 
analytical study of much clinical and pathological material. It 
may be cordially recommended to the specialist, as well as to the 
general practitioner, as a trustworthy guide, practical throughout, 
containing among other important matters many suggestions for 
treatment, including the results of recent advances in the surgical 
treatment of brain tumors, diseases of nerves, etc. A. K. 


A Text-book of Diseases of Women. By J. Clarence Web¬ 
ster, B.A., M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology in 
Rush Medical College, in affiliation with the University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. Pp. 712; 372 text illustrations, 10 colored 
plates. Philadelphia & London: W. B. Saunders Co., 1907. 

The majority of prefaces might well be omitted, since, as a rule 
they are but so much waste space. Not so, however, the one 
introducing the present volume, in which Dr. Webster not only 
very definitely apologizes for presenting the book, but in which 
he also enters a very vigorous plea for a more wide appreciation of 
the extrapelvic portions of a woman’s anatomy, when considering 
pelvic disorders. 

The book opens with a most interesting and complete chapter 
upon the anatomy of the pelvis. Embryology, comparative anatomy, 
frozen sections, and ordinary gross dissections, each plays its 



